Patsy Hollins

housands of Devon pupils have traced their
daily route to and from school, pinpointing
' perceived danger-points and personal accident
 sites, as part of a project to develop community
- awareness of road safety problems — and even
- to work out solutions to some of them.

The Safer Journeys questionnaire, part of a
- pack created by Devon County Council’s Road
~ Safety Unit, has been used to collect data about
-~ the young people’s daily travel patterns, but its
- main purpose is to raise awareness about safety
~ issues and to encourage action by pupils, par-

ents, governors and schoot staff.

~ Perhaps not before time, the concept of road
- safety has jumped the forbidding ‘rules and
- regulations’ hurdle and acquired a more prag-
-~ matic flavour. A number of pupils might high-
- light the same crossing or junction as a
- danger-spot, or the staff might draw attention to
- dangerous congestion and blind spots near the
- school gates. These points can then be raised
- within a working group consisting of pupils,
- school staff, parents, governors, county engin-
-~ eers, police and road safety officers, crossing
- wardens and other relevant representatives.
~ The survey findings from the original pilot
- study are presented on page 3. Over 90% of all
~ the pupils, as well as their parents — half of
- whom completed a special comment space on

Schools help to put road safety ‘on the map’ for the community

Safer school journeys: a
‘self-help’ approach

the questionnaire — identified dangers and
danger points on their journey to or from school.
In the majority of cases the immediate vicinity
of the school was cited as a danger point.

From facts to action

This is what may happen when schools have
used the questionnaire.

* A summary of the survey data is examined
by a small working group of staff, parents,
governors and pupils.

» The group visits any problem sites
identified by the pupils or their parents.

» They sit down and together work out a set
of possible solutions.

» They also look critically at their own road
safety practices, especially in the vicinity

of the school.

Often, problems have been solved by the
school communities themselves. Examples in-
clude advice to parents about parking, better
cycling behaviour, safer bus manoeuvres, and
procedures for crossing roads.

The project’s watchword is “self-help’, but
occasionally a school needs more specialist sup-
port, such as advice regarding the possibility of
extending a pavement in the road near the
school. However, bringing in the experts is ad-
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vocated as a ‘last-resort’ option to be pursued from the college. The group met twice a term,
only when it can be shown that self-help meth- and Year 10 pupils, as part of their Social Edu-
ods were inadequate. This involves presenting a cation programme, wrote and conducted their
detailed case for presentation to the Response own survey of all the pupils in the college. They
Team of professionals attached to the project. - drew recommended routes to school on a large-
The following examples of how schools re- scale map of the area, canvassed parents for their
acted to their own ‘Safer Joumeys’ survey, as views on local danger-spots via a letter and
well as the information and advice in the action questionnaire, and used the information to in-
pack, are just some that have been reported back form new parents and pupils.
from the current total of 360 primary and sec- .
ondary schools that have expressed interest in Hill start
the scheme. : AtFord Primary School, Plymouth, a number
. . ) . of minor engineering measures helped to ease
Road safety in Social Education traffic problems on the hill outside the school.
One of the original pilot schools, Paignton Furthermore, the comments made by children
College, created an action group to include a during the survey were valuable in themselves
county planning officer, a school crossing war- as a stimulus for further discussion and under-
A 5'#. = den, an expert in school transport and pupils standing.
s AT A Survey facts from the : T EEEE e T initiati
-‘ﬂ'-;’l"':!f. : Oﬁginzl ot study Numbor o pupls n survey: 3260 School—ggte initiative |
A = =) ﬁ carried out in 1991. ng ' At ﬂayes Road Primary School, Paignton,
H a il the children’s road safety awareness was raised
S both by completing the questionnaire and by
= secing changes taking place in the environment
and increased police presence as a direct result
of their comments. A working group at the
school met to discuss the survey findings and
Qeasure, ways in which parents and children alike could
a PP become involved in adopting safer school-gate
) behaviour. A number of minor engineering
works were undertaken on the basis of the sur-
vey findings.
Yellow feet
The Road Safety Unithas been promoting the
use of yellow footprints painted on the pave-
LR e ment to guide youngsters and their parents to the
. Stk weta'carpassengers = . "o safest crossing-point on roads near a school.
6% were in abus orother vehicle. -~ . Forches Cross Primary, Barnstaple, which has
12% of these accidents were on the way - already benefited from the introduction of traf-
toschool ;.. T fic-calming, is planning to use yellow footprints
19% were on'the way home.from school- to lead pupils towards the school crossing pa-
52% claimed to'have been injured and. - trol. It will conduct 2 small survey before and
- 32% had attended hospital . - - after the introduction of the scheme to try to
’ 58% of all accidents had notbeen - measure its influence on their pupils’ move-
Pupils completing the ‘\T h on l re.ch‘.neq___to. 't-h-? _p_?llpe_ SR ments.
Safer Journeys question- N Tennu | Dangerpointe’ e , )
naire were asked to S Playin  Over 90% of all the pupils, as well as their - - Walk, don’t drive! (1)
trace their route to and X Field ; parents — half of whom completed a spe- . Jane Edmund, Headteacher at Redhills Com-
from school on a map of . : R\ o N RS NI N ANy | cial comment space on the questionnaire~— i pineq School, Exeter, in addition to promoting
the neighbourhood. N NP ;g°P‘?'°d-da"9°'s and danger pointson. her ‘Walk to School’ idea (page 4), reports on
. . eir journey to or from-school, and in the. .
They also indicated the | majority of cases the immediate vicinfty of .|  DOW her school has made Safer Joumneys a
site of any road accident * the school was cited as a danger point. - priority topic. Activities include a refresher
in W}llc: they had been S T e minibus training course for teachers, road safety
mvolveda.
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Jane Edmund,
Headteacher at Redhills
Combined School Exeter,
arrives at school on foot
as part of her “Walk to
School’ idea, which she
hopes will be adopted by
parents and pupils.

Patsy Hollins is the Safer
Journeys to School
Co-ordinator, Devon
County Council Road
Safety Unit, Lucombe
House, County Hall,
Topsham Road, Exeter,
Devon EX2 4QW (0392
382130).

games and activities for the reception class, de-
sign of protective clothing and road signs, road
accident statistics, and many other aspects
across the curticulum.

A road safety week

Foxhole Infants School, Paignton, involved
pupils and parents in this event. Itincluded a visit
from the local community policeman, a road
safety drama, a tour around an ambulance by
courtesy of the father of one of the children, and
first aid procedures. A Response Team is now
looking at the possibility of signing the roads
around the school.

Walk, don’t drive! (2)

Mike Sleeman, the Headteacher of Hazel-
down Primary, Teignmouth, has been aware for
a long time of the difficulties caused by parents
parking outside a school of over 400 pupils with
only six parking spaces for staff! He is going to
try a “Walk to School Day’, hoping that more
parents will walk their children to school, offer-
ing an opportunity for good road safety training
and less congestion outside school.

Using the survey in school

The awareness raised by completing the ques-
tionnaire and any resulting safety schemes has
given the topic of ‘road safety’ an increased

relevance and interest to pupils.

At Stoke Damerel Community College, Ply-
mouth, road safety is an integral part of the PSE
programme. The Year 7 pupils have been very
enthusiastic about the topic, particularly when
they have completed traffic surveys, accident
reports and role-plays.

At St Thomas High School, Exeter, follow-
ing the project — which led to several improve-
ments in the busy road serving the school —
staff decided to use these ‘pupil-owned’ road
safety improvements to phase more structured
road safety education into the curriculum. This
was done in modular form through the Social,
Physical and Community Education course. In
Years 8 and 9 the pupils select a hypothesis
which involves the study of traffic or related
topics, for example pollution, car parking or
public transport. In Year 10, pupils follow aroad
safety module based on The Collector accident
video and a by-pass simulation which deals with
more general issues of road building and its
impact on the environment.

[ hope that this brief account of our work and
achievements so far will encourage readers in
other parts of the country to take a more enlight-
ened attitude towards this neglected but poten-
tially very useful and important part of the
curriculum in both primary and secondary
schools.
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Pupils at Redhills
Combined School,
Exeter, have used local
accident data in their
computer to strengthen
work in Maths and
Information Technology.

The Safer Journeys
project can have useful
spin-off in school. These
aspects of road safety
could support work
across the curriculum.

Geography

People who halp us
Road works survey
Recognition of road signs
Journey routes
Temperature and climate
Types of transport

Busy & quiet roads

Safe places to cross
Local roads

History

Development and location of towns and

schools

Maths

Plan a safe route

Diraction

Comparison of spaeds
Probabilities, risks

Graph of types of bicycles, cars, stc.

Technology

Identify areas of poor vision and hazards

Design a cycle heimet

Design and make a ‘safer journeys’ game

Design a vehicle

Science

Traffic sounds

Reflective and fluorescent materials
Senses

Study accident data

Light & dark

Wet & dry surfaces

Grip and friction

Experiments on restraints

-Properties of read materials

English

Study emergency services
Describe a bicycle ride
Discussion on rules

Discuss need for seatbslts
Describe safe places to play in

Art
Tyre and wheel patterns
Safety posters

Health Education {(Guidance 5)
Green Cross Code

Bicycle maintenance

Simple first aid

Peer pressure



