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Most lessons in the list
are reported to be less ‘useful’ as pupils get older

Comments

1. We first asked this question in 1999. The range of lesson options has
changed but the ‘usefulness’ scale has remained.  Pupils are asked to
‘circle one number for each answer’ and each number refers to a scale of
‘usefulness’. This scale ranges from can’t remember any, not at all useful,
some use, quite useful, to very useful.

2. The drugs subject is written as ‘Drug education (including alcohol and
tobacco)’ in the current version of the questionnaire.

3. What factors influence the degrees of ‘usefulness’ reported for each
subject?

4. Is it surprising that the reported levels of ‘usefulness’ decline with age?
How do these data relate to the general question about enjoying school
lessons (see next page)?
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Up to 34% report
enjoying ‘all’ or ‘most’ school lessons

Comments

1. This is the second time we have included this question and it appears
early on in the questionnaire (question number 9).

2. The question is about school lessons in general and not subject specific.
3. There appears to be slight difference, as pupils get older, in those

reporting ‘enjoying’ lessons.

We found a positive relationship between pupils enjoying lessons and
finding PSHE lessons useful. Those pupils that report enjoying ‘all’ or
‘most’ lessons were also more likely to rate the subjects on the list (see
previous page) as ‘quite useful’ or ‘very useful’.


